INTRIGUES

any matter relating to the royal household is given by
his Majesty the King himself, there can be no hesitation
about executing it in the majority of cases; but even in
perfectly straightforward cases it is advisable to keep the
official announcements of the royal household apart in po-
sition from those of the state. The separation might, in
my view, be managed by publishing the regulations refer-
ring to the royal household, not promiscuously with those
of the ministry, but in a third column, side by side with
the two great official headings of the "State Gazette,"
" German Empire " and " Kingdom of Prussia.7' A place
between the two would show the greatest courtesy; if
necessary, it might follow the " Kingdom of Prussia," and
bear the designation " Royal Household," separated from
the two other headings by continuous lines, just as " Prus-
sia" and " Empire " are now separated. That would set-
tle the formal question for the future in a manner which,
it seems to me, can give no offence to either side.

' It is quite a different matter, however, when a reso-
lution of his Majesty's is officially announced, which,
in spite of assurances to the contrary confined to official
documents, proclaims to the public what in constitutional
language is usually called a want of confidence in his
ministers on the part of the Monarch. Of course, in such a
case, there is no remedy open to the ministers but resig-
nation. Undoubtedly the present case, in as far as it has
this character, is aimed rather at me than at my colleagues.
The " Reichsglocke " and other papers which represented
the tendencies of Herren von Gruner, von Schleinitz, Count
Nesselrode, and Nathusius-Ludom, did not libel them pub-
licly, or at any rate not in the same degree as myself.

' The pardon of Herr von Nathusius, the distinction
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